HPLC-MS analysis of 17a-d:
Compound 17b and 17c can be assigned to the same mass m/z = 376.15, but it is possible to distinguish between both of them. The fragment at m/z = 284.1067 can be assigned to the compound in the reaction scheme shown in Figure 8 . This fragment was found in the second fraction of the HPLC analysis and can be dedicated to 17b. In the same way the fragment at m/z = 298.1220 only appears in the third fraction of the HPLC analysis which relates to compound 17c. 
Single crystal X-ray structure analysis of 6a (EtIm3EtI):
Crystal data was collected on a Oxford Gemini Diffractometer at low temperature (100 K)
using Cu-K-radiation ( = 1.54 Å). The structure was solved by direct methods using SHELXS-97 S4. The structure was refined by full-matrix least squares procedures on F 2 , using SHELXL-97 S5 . All non hydrogen atoms were refined anisotropically. All hydrogen atoms were added on calculated positions, except NH which was found in difference fourier synthesis. Table S1 . Crystal data and structure refinement for 6a (EtIm3EtI).
Empirical formula C14H25N5O3 Formula weight 311.39 EtIm3EtI) . 
Single crystal X-ray structure analysis of 7c (EtiPrIm2MePIC):
using Cu-K-radiation ( = 1.54 Å). The structure was solved by direct methods using SHELXS-97 S4. The structure was refined by full-matrix least squares procedures on F 2 , using SHELXL-97 S5 . All non hydrogen atoms were refined anisotropically. All hydrogen atoms were added on calculated positions. 
0.9600 C (7) (23) 0.9300
108.8 N(4)-C(6)-C (7) 110.8 Single crystal X-ray structure analysis of 8b (EtMeIm2PIC):
using Cu-K-radiation ( = 1.54 Å). The structure was solved by direct methods using SHELXS-97 S4. The structure was refined by full-matrix least squares procedures on F 2 , using SHELXL-97 S5 . All non hydrogen atoms were refined anisotropically. All hydrogen atoms were added on calculated positions, except NH which was found in difference fourier synthesis. 
